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affected." The Board membership included some of the most famous
physiologists and eminent medical men of America.
The above investigation was instituted because of the suspicion
that baking powder containing sodium aluminum sulfate as its acid
constituent might be detrimental to health. Fear has been created in
the public mind largely through the advertising of competing baking
powders not containing aluminum. With the advent of aluminum
cooking utensils the trade war has been largely shifted to this field.
We have repeatedly seen literature which was distributed to home-
makers, informing them that the cooking of foods in aluminum ves-
sels would cause cancer. There are numerous expressions of opinions
by eminent medical authorities that there is no health hazard in respect
to aluminum. Space limitations permit only a few references.
In an editorial in the Journal of the American Medical Association
('26) it was stated: "First, it is not at all certain that there has been
an alarming increase in the incidence of cancer. Secondly, it is rea-
sonable to believe that the use of aluminum cooking utensils has in-
creased because they were found to be desirable for cooking purposes.
Thirdly, investigations made in Great Britain under the auspices of
the Medical Research Council indicated that cooking, even of acid
fruits and vegetables, for long periods of time in aluminum ware
showed so little aluminum in the juices after cooking that it required
the most delicate chemical tests to indicate its presence. Indeed, not
only the fruits but the actual acids themselves were boiled in alumi-
num ware, without the giving off of more than slight traces of alumi-
num."
In an editorial in Hygeia ('29), published under the auspices of the
American Medical Association, occurs the statement: "Due to the
advent of aluminum cooking utensils the sale of other types of ware
for this purpose has been greatly injured. As a result there has been
considerable propaganda during the past few years that the cooking
of food in aluminum was a common cause of cancer. There is no
scientific evidence for such statements."
In a publication of the U. S. Bureau of Standards ('27) it is stated:
"There is no evidence available which would indicate that aluminum
cooking utensils represent a potential danger to health."
Similar statements from responsible scientific men and eminent
medical authorities in England, Germany, and France could be cited.
Those wishing to pursue this subject further are referred to a report
(Bulletin No. 3, '23) of the Mellon Institute of Industrial Research,
where will be found numerous abstracts from scientific publications
and many editorial comments from medical and other reputable
publications. From these sources the conclusion is very strongly sup-
ported that aluminum is not a health hazard.